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The Prefix in-
A prefix is added to the beginning of a word to make a new word. Most prefixes 

are added to the beginning of root words without any changes in spelling.

When adding the prefix in- there are some spelling rules we need to follow:

sub marine submarine

inter net internet

Spelling Rule Example Words

If you are adding the prefix in- before a root 
word that starts with I, in- becomes il-. in + legal = illegal

If you are adding the prefix in- before a 
root word that starts with m or p, in-            

becomes im-.
in + possible = impossible

If you are adding the prefix in- before a root 
word that starts with r, in- becomes ir-. in + recoverable = irrecoverable

Sometimes, if none of the other rules ap-
ple, you just add the prefix in- before a root 

word without any changes.
in + active = inactive

Prefix Root Word New Word

It was impossible to score a point against the 
best tennis table player.

The fans knew that the 10-0 score line          
was irrecoverable.

Shannon has been inactive for the day so she 
decided to go for a run.

The referee blew the whistle for an                 
illegal tackle.
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